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solely and exclusively at the good of Cuba. This clause is simply an
extension of the Monroe Doctrine, a doctrine which has no international
force recognized by all nations. Cubans accept the Monroe Doctrine,
and this clause is the Monroe Doctrine, but with international force. By
virtue of this clause the European nations will not question the inter-
vention of the United States in defence of Cuban independence. The
first and third bases preserve the United States from seeming to be the
aggressor when it faces other nations to defend the independence of
Cuba. These clauses signify, further, that no nation may menace Cuban
independence without preparing to combat the United States. Any
nation which attempts to intervene in Cuba will have to declare war on
the United States, thus becoming the aggressor, a position which gives
the United States obvious advantages under international law. ... These
clauses do not give the United States greater rights than it had at the
time of its recent intervention—rights which it has already exercised.
. .. Intervention in Cuban affairs will be resorted to only in case of great
disturbances, similar to those which occurred in 1898, and with the sole
and exclusive object of maintaining Cuban independence unimpaired.
Intervention will only take place to protect the independence of the
Cuban Republic from foreign attack, or when a veritable state of
anarchy exists within the republic. This clause does not diminish Cuban
independence; it leaves Cuba independent and sovereign under its own
flag. The United States will only come to the rescue in extreme cases
to help Cuba to preserve its absolute independence. . . .
In spite of Mr. Root's assurances, there was strong opposition in
Cuba to the third clause of the Platt Amendment, which would give
the United States the treaty right of intervention. After much dis-
cussion, the Cuban Constitutional Convention adopted the Platt
Amendment on the 12th June, 1901, as an appendix to the Constitu-
tion, and it was later embodied in a Permanent Treaty signed at
Havana on the 22nd May, 1903.
The Cuban Constitution already contained, in Article 59, a clause
requiring that loans should be sanctioned by Congress and that in
each case special taxation should be voted to provide for debt service.
The additional financial safeguards of the Platt Amendment were
taken to mean that any increase in the public debt must be approved
by the United States, which also had the right to object to any fiscal
measure. Several Cuban Administrations succeeded in evading this
control, the easiest way to do so being to increase the floating debt.
Another consequence was that the public was left to infer that the
United States guaranteed that loan service could be met out of
revenue.	*
It seemed to many Cubans that the United States had established
a virtual protectorate over them in such a way as to prevent them
from ever gaining the political and administrative experience that

